
Lake of the Woods 8-6-2013 

 

Greetings Lake of the Woods residents!  Below please find the latest bioassessments for your 

lake below.  Key highlights of this update will include: 

 

 Current information about hydrilla & other submersed aquatic vegetation (SAV) 

 Expansion of native SAV 

 Continued encouragement to remove torpedo grass 

 Recommendations for you and your lake 

 

On August 13
th

, 2013, Seminole County Lake Management Program (SCLMP) staff, Thomas 

Calhoun, Gloria Eby, Marianne Pluchino, and Joey Cordell, surveyed the aquatic plants in Lake 

of the Woods and conducted a Lake Vegetation Index (LVI). 

 

The LVI was created by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection as a rapid 

screening tool for ecological condition; it determines how closely a lake’s flora resembles that of 

an undisturbed lake.  Lake of the Woods is 51.24 surface acres, it has a mean depth of 8.4 ft, a 

maximum depth of 19.6 ft, and is located in the Howell Creek watershed.  Historical LVI scores 

range from 31-51 with the most recent score of 49.  Six of the 7 scores were in the healthy range 

with only one score in the impaired range. 

 

LVI Range Description 

78-100 Exceptional 

38-77 Healthy 

0-37 Impaired 

 

The Secchi disk (water clarity) value was 5.8 ft in a depth of 11.3 ft at the time of inspection.  

The Secchi range for 285 samples taken from 1973 and 2010 has been 1.6 to 7.1 ft. The most 

recent Trophic State Index (TSI, which assesses water quality) from 5/2/2011 was 53 (Good 

quality).  The water quality range for 256 samples taken from 1991 to 2011 has been 43 to 78 

(Good quality).  All this information is available on the Seminole County Water Atlas. 

 

Small sprigs of hydrilla were found to a depth of 10 ft.  Hydrilla was also found to a depth of 7 

ft, an increase in depth from the last inspection (depth of 3 ft).  This species will continue to be 

closely monitored to see if further treatment is needed. 

 

Native SAV was very healthy and was expanding around the lake. This beneficial vegetation will 

play an important role in competing for space with hydrilla.  Native species found during the 

inspection included coontail to 11 ft, southern naiad to 2 ft, and eelgrass to 10 ft.  Southern naiad 

has decreased since the previous inspection and coontail has increased.  Again, eelgrass was 

blocking access to several boat docks. If you are having access issues due to eelgrass you can 

apply for a free aquatic plant removal permit through the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 



Commission (FWC) at http://www.myfwc.com/license/aquatic-plants .  Some access corridors 

have been successfully treated by individual homeowners since their permit was issued. 

 

Please note eelgrass management is not financed through the MSBU assessment nor listed on the 

county’s aquatic weed control permit for Lake of the Woods issued by FWC.   In order to add 

eelgrass management to the current MSBU, the annual MSBU assessment would require a 

significant increase.  Please contact your lake liaison representatives to discuss if interested in 

adding/financing this service.  Otherwise, should an individual wish to manage this native 

aquatic plant, for individual recreation access only, you would need to contact your FWC 

regional biologist, Alicia Knecht, at Alicia.Knecht@myfwc.com or 321-246-0682 to obtain a 

permit. Permit is free.    

 

Please find these helpful likes to images of some of the aquatic plants mentioned in this report: 

 

Hydrilla:  http://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/node/183    

Coontail: http://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/node/94  

Southern naiad: http://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/node/280  

Eelgrass: http://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/node/465  

Roadgrass: http://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/node/146  

 

Photo:  Coontail found to a depth of 11 feet.  

 

http://www.myfwc.com/license/aquatic-plants
mailto:Alicia.Knecht@myfwc.com
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Native emergent vegetation (including pickerelweed, duck potato, and canna lily) was also 

expanding around the entire lake.  We found that this vegetation successfully became the 

dominant plant in many areas where torpedo grass had previously existed as a single crop of 

plant (monoculture). 

  



Photo:  Pickerelweed along the shoreline. 

 
 

The Secchi disk (water clarity) reading was 5.8 ft in a depth of 11.3 ft; an increase from last 

month’s reading of 4.7 ft.  The lake gauge was 75.0 ft above sea level.  No triploid grass carp 

fish were observed. 

 

 

 

On October 7
th

, 2013, Seminole County Lake Management Program (SCLMP) staff, Thomas 

Calhoun and Beth Stephens, surveyed the aquatic plants in Lake of the Woods. 

 

No hydrilla was found during the inspection.  This species will continue to be closely monitored 

to see if further treatment is needed. 

 

Native SAV was very healthy and was expanding around the lake.  This beneficial vegetation 

continues to compete for space with hydrilla.  Native species found during the inspection 

included coontail to 8 ft, roadgrass to 4 ft, and eelgrass to 8 ft.  No SAV was found in water 

deeper than 8 feet.  As previously mentioned, if SAV is blocking access to your boat dock you 

can apply for an aquatic plant removal permit through the Florida Wildlife Conservation 

Commission http://www.myfwc.com/license/aquatic-plants.  Some access points have been 

successfully treated already. 

http://www.myfwc.com/license/aquatic-plants


 

Photo:  Eelgrass with filamentous algae.  

 
 

Native emergent vegetation (including maidencane, pickerelweed, duck potato, blue flag iris, and 

canna lily) was also expanding around the entire lake.   Invasive emergent vegetation observed 

included: alligator weed, elephant ear, torpedo grass, and burhead sedge. 

  



Photo:  Maidencane along the shoreline. 

 
 

Photo: Algae bloom present along northern shoreline. 



 
 

Secchi disk (water clarity) reading was 3.8 ft in a depth of 10 ft, a decrease from last month’s 

reading of 5.8 ft.  The lake gauge level was 74.5 ft above sea level.  No triploid grass carp fish 

were observed. 

 

 

Recommendations for your waterbody: 

1              Work together with other lakefront owners.  Have at least one annual lake association 

meeting, invite guest speakers (such as county or state biologists), and discuss lake-specific 

issues, especially nutrients/lake management recommendations.  SCLMP staff would be glad to 

present findings from this and other surveys. Continue to increase native aquatic plantings along 

the shoreline (such as pickerelweed, duck potato, and canna). 

 

2              Increase educational outreach programs, i.e. Shoreline Restoration Workshops 

(planting days), Florida Yards and Neighborhoods (FYN), and Lake Management Video mail-

outs. Provide information about reduction of pointless personal pollution, reducing total fertilizer 

use, using only phosphorous-free fertilizers, keeping a functional shoreline with beneficial native 

aquatic plants, and keeping grass clippings out of your storm drains that lead to the lake.  All 

these activities aid in protecting your waterbody! Contact Seminole County Lake Management 

Program (407) 665-2439 about available, free educational programs. 



3.            Control of aquatic and wetland plants could require a Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission (FWC) aquatic plant control permit (such as eelgrass).  Contact Alicia 

Knecht at Alicia.Knecht@myfwc.com or 321-246-0682 for permit and recommendations.   

mailto:Alicia.Knecht@myfwc.com


Greetings Lake of the Woods Residents! 

 

Below please find the latest bioassessment for your lake.  Our next lake inspection is scheduled for August 6
th

, 

weather permitting.  Key highlights of this update include: 

 

 Continued decrease in the amount of hydrilla observed 

 Filamentous algae within the lake 

 Exotic water lily observed on northeast shoreline 

 KUDOS to your LAKEWATCH volunteers Tim and Karen Hayes!!! 

 Recommendations for you and your lake 

 

On July 2nd, 2013, Seminole County Lake Management Program staff, Thomas Calhoun and Gloria Eby, 

surveyed the aquatic plants in Lake of the Woods. 

 

Hydrilla was not observed in any of our lake samples retrieved during this inspection.  This is a change from 

prior observations where hydrilla was observed sparse in shallow waters only. 

 

There is an abundant amount of native submersed aquatic vegetation (SAV) in the lake with eelgrass continuing 

to be the dominant species.  Eelgrass is found to a depth of 9 feet and topped out in depths less than 3 feet and 

contained an increase in algae growth on the leaf blades (known as an epiphytic algae).  As temperatures 

increase so will algae production.  Again, eelgrass was blocking access to several boat docks. If you are having 

access issues due to eelgrass you can apply for a free aquatic plant removal permit through the Florida Fish and 

Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) at http://www.myfwc.com/license/aquatic-plants .  Some access 

corridors have been successfully treated by individual homeowners since their permit was issued. 

 
Please note eelgrass management is not financed through the MSBU assessment nor listed on the county’s aquatic weed control 

permit for Lake of the Woods issued by FWC.   In order to add eelgrass management to the current MSBU, the annual MSBU 

assessment would require a significant increase.  Please contact your lake liaison representatives to discuss if interested in 

adding/financing this service.  Otherwise, should an individual wish to manage this native aquatic plant, for individual recreation 

access only, you would need to contact your FWC regional biologist, Alicia Knecht, at Alicia.Knecht@myfwc.com or 321-246-0682 to 

obtain a permit. Permit is free.    

 

Other SAV observed during the survey included southern naiad to a depth of 8 feet and coontail to a depth of 9 

feet.  All species were found intermixed with the eelgrass and noted as expanding since the previous inspection 

(especially southern naiad).  

 

Photo:  Eelgrass with leaf blades surfacing. 

  
 

http://www.myfwc.com/license/aquatic-plants
mailto:Alicia.Knecht@myfwc.com


Some of the native emergent aquatic plant populations (including pickerelweed, duck potato, fire flag, and 

canna lily) are blooming very well .  No water hyacinths were observed.  We did observe an invasive water lily 

along the northeast shoreline that is typically purchased for ornamental ponds.  Please note some invasive 

aquatic plants pose a significant threat by affecting recreational use of waterways and its associated surrounding 

economy.  As ornate as they are, PLEASE refrain from planting invasive or exotic aquatic plants in your lake. 

 

Photo:  Plants expanding from previous restorations events. 

 
 

Photo:  Invasive water lily located along northeast shoreline. 

 
 

Secchi (measurement for water clarity) was 5.3 feet in a depth of 13.3 feet; an increase from 3.7 feet recorded in 

May.  Lake elevation was 74.90 feet above sea level.  No triploid grass carp fish were observed during 

inspection.  The grass carp barrier was inspected and found to be clogged from recent rains delivering more 

debris.  The barrier is scheduled for routine maintenance clearing. 

 

Photo: Grass carp barrier containing weather related debris. 



 
 

We would like to give a big thank you to the LAKEWATCH volunteers on Lake of the Woods for their 

continued dedication to collecting water quality data on you lake.  This is valuable data and their time and 

efforts given to sample the lake and transport these samples to the County Extension Office is very much 

appreciated.  KUDOS to your LAKEWATCH volunteers Tim and Karen Hayes!!! 

 

 

Recommendations for your waterbody: 

1.    Work together with other lakefront owners.  Have at least one annual lake association meeting, invite guest 

speakers (such as county or state biologists) and discuss lake specific issues, especially nutrients/lake 

management recommendations.  SCLMP staff would be glad to present our findings from this and other water 

quality surveys. Continue to increase native aquatic plantings along shoreline (such as pickerelweed, duck 

potato and canna).  

 

2.    Increase educational outreach programs i.e. Shoreline Restoration Workshops (planting days), Florida 

Yards and Neighborhoods (FYN), Lake Management Video mail-outs, and reduction of personal pollution by 

decreasing fertilizer usage; using only phosphorous free fertilizers; keeping a functional shoreline with 

beneficial native aquatic plants; keeping grass clippings out of your lake and storm drains leading to the lake.  

All these activities aid in protecting your waterbody! Contact Seminole County Lake Management Program 

(407) 665-2439 for free educational programs available. 

 

3.   Control of aquatic and wetland plants could require a Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

(FWC) aquatic plant control permit (such as eelgrass).  Contact Alicia Knecht at Alicia.Knecht@myfwc.com or 

321-246-0682 for permit and recommendations.    

 

 

Have a great weekend! 

 

mailto:Alicia.Knecht@myfwc.com


Greetings Lake of the Woods Residents! 
 
Below please find the latest bioassessment for your lake.  Our next lake inspection is scheduled 
for July 2nd (weather permitting).  Key highlights of this update will include: 
 

• Continued decrease in the amount of hydrilla observed 
• Increase in filamentous algae within the lake 
• Increase in number of water fowl species observed 
• Recommendations for you and your lake 

 
On May 7th, 2013, Seminole County Lake Management Program staff, Marie Lackey and 
Gloria Eby, surveyed the aquatic plants in Lake of the Woods. 
 
Only small sprigs of hydrilla were found along the deep side of the eelgrass at a maximum depth 
of 9 feet.  This is a change from prior observations where hydrilla was observed sparse in 
shallow waters only.  This continues to demonstrate a decrease in hydrilla presence within the 
lake.  Hydrilla will continue to be closely monitored to see if further management action is 
required. 
 
There is an abundant amount of native submersed aquatic vegetation (SAV) in the lake with 
eelgrass continuing to be the dominant species.  Eelgrass is found to a depth of 9 feet and topped 
out in depths less than 3 feet and contained an increase in algae growth on the leaf blades (known 
as an epiphytic algae).  As temperatures increase so will algae production.  Again, eelgrass was 
blocking access to several boat docks. If you are having access issues due to eelgrass you can 
apply for a free aquatic plant removal permit through the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) at http://www.myfwc.com/license/aquatic-plants .  Some access corridors 
have been successfully treated by individual homeowners since their permit was issued. 
 
Please note eelgrass management is not financed through the MSBU assessment nor listed on the county’s aquatic 
weed control permit for Lake of the Woods issued by FWC.   In order to add eelgrass management to the current 
MSBU, the annual MSBU assessment would require a significant increase.  Please contact your lake liaison 
representatives to discuss if interested in adding/financing this service.  Otherwise, should an individual wish to 
manage this native aquatic plant, for individual recreation access only, you would need to contact your FWC 
regional biologist, Alicia Knecht, at Alicia.Knecht@myfwc.com or 321-246-0682 to obtain a permit. Permit is free.    
 
Other SAV observed during the survey included southern naiad to a depth of 5 feet and coontail 
to a depth of 9 feet.  All species were found intermixed with the eelgrass and noted as expanding 
since the previous inspection. A strong presence of wading birds/water fowl was present such as 
limpkins and wood storks. 
 
Photo:  Eelgrass with associated algae present. 

http://www.myfwc.com/license/aquatic-plants
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Photo:  Eelgrass seeds/flowers appearing like a surface algae bloom. 

 
 
 
Photo:  Spring of hydrilla found on deep side of eelgrass. 

 
 
Some of the native emergent aquatic plant populations (including pickerelweed, duck potato, fire 
flag, and canna lily) are blooming very well this spring.  No water hyacinths were observed.   
 



Photo:  Plants expanding from previous restorations events. 

 
 
Secchi (measurement for water clarity) was 3.7 feet in a depth of 16.4 feet; a decrease from 8.7 
feet recorded in April.  Lake elevation was 74.85 feet above sea level.  One triploid grass carp 
fish was observed during inspection.  
 
Recommendations for your waterbody: 
1.    Work together with other lakefront owners.  Have at least one annual lake association 
meeting, invite guest speakers (such as county or state biologists) and discuss lake specific 
issues, especially nutrients/lake management recommendations.  SCLMP staff would be glad to 
present our findings from this and other water quality surveys. Continue to increase native 
aquatic plantings along shoreline (such as pickerelweed, duck potato and canna).  
 
2.    Increase educational outreach programs i.e. Shoreline Restoration Workshops (planting 
days), Florida Yards and Neighborhoods (FYN), Lake Management Video mail-outs, and 
reduction of personal pollution by decreasing fertilizer usage; using only phosphorous free 
fertilizers; keeping a functional shoreline with beneficial native aquatic plants; keeping grass 
clippings out of your lake and storm drains leading to the lake.  All these activities aid in 
protecting your waterbody! Contact Seminole County Lake Management Program (407) 665-
2439 for free educational programs available. 
 
3.   Control of aquatic and wetland plants could require a Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) aquatic plant control permit (such as eelgrass).  Contact Alicia Knecht at 
Alicia.Knecht@myfwc.com or 321-246-0682 for permit and recommendations.    
 
 
Have a great weekend! 
 

mailto:Alicia.Knecht@myfwc.com


Greetings Lake of the Woods Residents! 

 

Below please find the latest bioassessment for your lake.  Our next lake inspection is scheduled 

for May 7
th

 (weather permitting).  Key highlights of this update will include: 

 

 Continued decrease in the amount of hydrilla observed 

 Expansion of native SAV (including eelgrass) 

 Increase in number of water fowl species observed 

 Recommendations for you and your lake 

 

On April 2
nd

 and January 30
th

, 2013, Seminole County Lake Management Program (SCLMP) 

staff, Thomas Calhoun and Gloria Eby, surveyed the aquatic plants in Lake of the Woods. 

 

Small sprigs of hydrilla were found along the inshore area of the lake. Hydrilla was not found at 

depths of 7 feet as reported in prior inspections demonstrating a continued decrease in hydrilla 

presence within the lake.  Hydrilla will continue to be closely monitored to see if further 

management action is required. 

 

There is an abundant amount of native submersed aquatic vegetation (SAV) in the lake with 

eelgrass continuing to be the dominant species.  Eelgrass is found to a depth of 8.5 feet and 

topped out in depths less than 5 feet and contained an increase in algae growth on the leaf blades 

(known as epiphytic algae).  Again, eelgrass was blocking access to several boat docks. If you 

are having access issues due to eelgrass you can apply for a free aquatic plant removal permit 

through the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) at 

http://www.myfwc.com/license/aquatic-plants .  Some access corridors have been successfully 

treated by individual homeowners already. 

 
Please note eelgrass management is not financed through the MSBU assessment nor listed on the county’s aquatic 

weed control permit for Lake of the Woods issued by FWC.   In order to add eelgrass management to the current 

MSBU, the annual MSBU assessment would require a significant increase.  Please contact your lake liaison 

representatives to discuss if interested in adding/financing this service.  Otherwise, should an individual wish to 

manage this native aquatic plant, for individual recreation access only, you would need to contact your FWC 

regional biologist, Alicia Knecht, at Alicia.Knecht@myfwc.com or 321-246-0682 to obtain a permit. Permit is free.    

 

Other SAV observed during the survey included:  southern naiad to a depth of 6 feet and coontail 

to a depth of 8 feet.  All species were found intermixed with the eelgrass and noted as expanding 

since the previous inspection. Additionally noted was an increase in the number of wading 

birds/water fowl species present such as limpkins and wood storks. 

 

Photo:  Native coontail (left) and southern naiad (right). 

 

http://www.myfwc.com/license/aquatic-plants
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Photo:  Close-up of coontail. 

 
 

Some of the native emergent aquatic plant populations (including pickerelweed, duck potato, fire 

flag and canna lily) are blooming very well this spring.  No water hyacinths were observed.   

 

Photo:  Plants expanding from previous restorations events. 

 



  
 

Secchi (measurement for water clarity) was 8.7 feet in a depth of 13.3 feet; an increase from 5.5 

feet recorded in January.  The clarity was noted as exceptional for this inspection and can be 

correlated to the native SAV absorbing nutrients within the lake.  Lake elevation was 74.45 feet 

above sea level.  One triploid grass carp fish was observed during inspection.  

 

Recommendations for your waterbody: 

1.    Work together with other lakefront owners.  Have at least one annual lake association 

meeting, invite guest speakers (such as county or state biologists) and discuss lake specific 

issues, especially nutrients/lake management recommendations.  SCLMP staff would be glad to 

present our findings from this and other water quality surveys. Continue to increase native 

aquatic plantings along shoreline (such as pickerelweed, duck potato and canna).  

 

2.    Increase educational outreach programs i.e. Shoreline Restoration Workshops (planting 

days), Florida Yards and Neighborhoods (FYN), Lake Management Video mail-outs, and 

reduction of personal pollution by decreasing fertilizer usage; using only phosphorous free 

fertilizers; keeping a functional shoreline with beneficial native aquatic plants; keeping grass 

clippings out of your lake and storm drains leading to the lake.  All these activities aid in 

protecting your waterbody! Contact Seminole County Lake Management Program (407) 665-

2439 for free educational programs available. 

 

3.   Control of aquatic and wetland plants could require a Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission (FWC) aquatic plant control permit (such as eelgrass).  Contact Alicia Knecht at 

Alicia.Knecht@myfwc.com or 321-246-0682 for permit and recommendations.    

 

 

Have a great weekend! 

 

mailto:Alicia.Knecht@myfwc.com


Greetings Lake of the Woods residents, 
 
Below please find the latest lake assessments for your lake.  Our next lake inspection is 
scheduled for, December 20th 2012 (weather permitting).  Key highlights of this update will 
include: 
 

 Hydrilla update & other submersed aquatic vegetation (SAV) updates 
 Expansion of coontail 
 Continued encouragement of removing torpedo grass  
 Recommendations for you and your lake 

 
On November 21

st
, 2012 Seminole County Lake Management Program (SCLMP) Thomas 

Calhoun and Devin Whitney surveyed the aquatic plants on Lake of the Woods. 
 
Hydrilla was found in small sprigs along the inshore area of the lake.  Hydrilla was not found in 
areas deeper than 3 feet.  At this time no more treatments or grass carp stockings are scheduled.  
Hydrilla will continue to be closely monitored to see if further treatment is needed.   
 
Photo:  Small sprig of hydrilla found inshore. 

 
 



Coontail continues to expand throughout the lake to the point that it is the dominant species of 
SAV found within the lake.  It has expanded inshore around many docks as well offshore to a 
depth of 13 ft.  Other native species found during the inspection included; musk grass to 8ft, 
southern naiad to 7 ft, stonewort to 8ft and eelgrass to 8 ft. Again if SAV is blocking access to 
your boat dock you can apply for an aquatic plant removal permit through the Florida Wildlife 
Conservation Commission http://www.myfwc.com/license/aquatic-plants .  Some access points 
have been successfully treated already. 
 
Photo:  Coontail found between to 13 feet. 

 
 
 
Secchi (water clarity) was 4.7 feet in a depth of 11.0 feet an increase from last month’s reading 
of 4.1 ft.  The lake gauge was 74.54 feet above sea level.  One triploid grass carp fish was 
observed.  
 
On October 2

nd
, 2012 Seminole County Lake Management Program (SCLMP) Thomas 

Calhoun, Marie Lackey and FWC Regional Biologist Carl Greene surveyed the aquatic plants on 
Lake of the Woods. 
 
Hydrilla was found in small sprigs along the inshore area of the lake.  Hydrilla was also found in 
small amounts offshore to a depth of 10 feet.  Hydrilla will continue to be closely monitored.   

http://www.myfwc.com/license/aquatic-plants


 
There is an abundant and diverse amount of native submersed aquatic vegetation (SAV) in Lake 
of the Woods.  These species include: Eelgrass found to a depth of 8 ft, southern naiad to 7 ft, 
stonewort to 8ft and coon tail to a depth of 13ft, 9ft in the previous inspection.  Coontail is 
expanding into deeper water around the lake.  This plant will play an important role in competing 
for space with hydirlla and also provides excellent habitat for many species in the lake.  Again 
eelgrass was blocking access to several boat docks.  If you are having access issues due to 
eelgrass you can apply for an aquatic plant removal permit through the Florida Wildlife 
Conservation Commission http://www.myfwc.com/license/aquatic-plants .  Some access points 
have been successfully treated already. 
 
Photo:  Coontail found between to 13 feet. 

 
 
Torpedo grass continues to be treated by the Seminole County Herbicide Contractor and native 
vegetation is expanding lake wide.  No water hyacinth was observed.   
 
Photo: Stonewort found during the inspection. 

http://www.myfwc.com/license/aquatic-plants


 
 
Secchi (water clarity) was 4.6 feet in a depth of 13.3 feet, an increase from last month’s reading 
of 4.1 ft.  The lake gauge was 74.86 feet above sea level.  One triploid grass carp fish was 
observed.  
 
 
Recommendations for your waterbody: 

1    Work together with other lakefront owners.  Have at least one annual lake association 
meeting, invite guest speakers (such as county or state biologists) and discuss lake specific 
issues, especially nutrients/lake management recommendations.  SCLMP staff would be glad to 
present our findings from this and other surveys. Continue to increase native aquatic plantings 
along shoreline (such as pickerelweed, duck potato and canna).  
 
2    Increase educational outreach programs i.e. Shoreline Restoration Workshops (planting 
days), Florida Yards and Neighborhoods (FYN), Lake Management Video mail-outs, and 
reduction of pointless personal pollution by using low fertilizer use; phosphorous free fertilizers; 
keeping a functional shoreline with beneficial native aquatic plants; keeping grass clippings out 
of your storm drains leading to the lake.  All these activities aid in protecting your waterbody! 
Contact Seminole County Lake Management Program (407) 665-2439 for free educational 
programs available. 



 
3.   Control of aquatic and wetland plants could require a Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) aquatic plant control permit (such as eelgrass).  Contact CJ Greene at (407) 
858-6170 or Carl.Greene@myfwc.com for a permit and recommendations.    
 
 

mailto:Carl.Greene@myfwc.com


Lake of the Woods 12-20-2012 
 
Greetings Lake of the Woods residents!  Below please find the latest lake assessments for your lake 
below.  Key highlights of this update will include: 
 

 Current information about hydrilla & other submersed aquatic vegetation (SAV) 

 Expansion of native SAV 

 Continued encouragement to remove torpedo grass 

 Recommendations for you and your lake 

 
On December 20th, 2012 Seminole County Lake Management Program (SCLMP) staff, Thomas Calhoun 
and Devin Whitney, surveyed the aquatic plants on Lake of the Woods. 
 
Small sprigs of hydrilla were found along the inshore area of the lake.  Hydrilla was also found to a depth 
of 7 ft, an increase in depth from the last inspection (depth of 3 ft).  This species will continue to be 
closely monitored to see if further treatment is needed. 
 
Photo:  Small sprig of hydrilla found inshore 

 
 
Native SAV was very healthy and was expanding around the lake; this beneficial vegetation will play an 
important role in competing for space with hydrilla.  Native species found during the inspection 



included: coontail to 8 ft, musk grass to 8 ft, southern naiad to 6 ft, stonewort to 8 ft, and eelgrass to 6 
ft.  Eelgrass was topped out (reaching the surface) in a depth less than 4 ft in many areas.  As previously 
mentioned, if SAV is blocking access to your boat dock you can apply for an aquatic plant removal permit 
through the Florida Wildlife Conservation Commission http://www.myfwc.com/license/aquatic-plants.  
Some access points have been successfully treated already. 
 
Photo:  Eelgrass “topping out”. 

 
 
Native emergent vegetation, including pickerelweed, duck potato, and canna lily, was also expanding 
around the entire lake.  We found that this vegetation successfully became dominant in many areas 
where only torpedo grass had previously existed. 
  

http://www.myfwc.com/license/aquatic-plants


Photo:  Pickerel weed along the shoreline 

 
 
Secchi disk (water clarity) reading was 5.1 ft in a depth of 9.4 ft, an increase from last month’s reading of 
4.7 ft.  The lake gauge was 74.4 ft above sea level.  No triploid grass carp were observed. 
 
Recommendations for your waterbody: 
1              Work together with other lakefront owners.  Have at least one annual lake association 
meeting, invite guest speakers (such as county or state biologists), and discuss lake-specific issues, 
especially nutrients/lake management recommendations.  SCLMP staff would be glad to present 
findings from this and other surveys. Continue to increase native aquatic plantings along shoreline (such 
as pickerelweed, duck potato, and canna). 
 
2              Increase educational outreach programs, i.e. Shoreline Restoration Workshops (planting days), 
Florida Yards and Neighborhoods (FYN), and Lake Management Video mail-outs. Provide information 
about reduction of pointless personal pollution by using low amounts of fertilizer, phosphorous-free 
fertilizers, keeping a functional shoreline with beneficial native aquatic plants, and keeping grass 
clippings out of your storm drains that lead to the lake.  All these activities aid in protecting your 
waterbody! Contact Seminole County Lake Management Program (407) 665-2439 about available, free 
educational programs. 
3.            Control of aquatic and wetland plants may require a Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) aquatic plant control permit (such as eelgrass).  Contact C. J. Greene at (407) 858-
6170 or Carl.Greene@myfwc.com for a permit and recommendations. 

mailto:Carl.Greene@myfwc.com
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