
Greetings Lake Amory! 
 
Below please find the latest bioassessment for your lake.  Our next lake inspection is scheduled 
for November 19th (weather permitting).  Key highlights of this update will include: 
 

• Lave Vegetation Index (LVI) results- Healthy 
• Water elevation and treatment status- September treatment was executed - October 

services will be skipped 
• Hydrilla/Coontail status - hydrilla observed in the shallows and very sparse in Cactus and 

Outfall Canal as well as the Cove  
• Herbicide treatment status for each section of the lake 
• Continued encouragement of planting native aquatic plants along your shoreline 
• Recommendations for you and your lake 

 
Observations: 
 
On August 20th, 2013, SC-Lake Management Program staff, Gloria Eby and Thomas Calhoun, 
surveyed the aquatic plants in Lake Amory and conducted a Lake Vegetation Index (LVI) 
bioassessment.  

The LVI was created by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection as a rapid 
screening tool for ecological condition; it determines how closely a lake’s flora resembles that of 
an undisturbed lake.  Lake Amory is 9.81 surface acres and is located in the Lake Monroe 
watershed.  Historical LVI scores range from 37-47 with the most recent score of 47.  Four of the 
five scores were in the healthy range with only one score in the impaired range. 

LVI Range Description 

78-100 Exceptional 

38-77 Healthy 

0-37 impaired 

 
The Secchi disk (water clarity) value was 3.3 ft in a depth of 9.3 ft at the time of inspection.  The 
Secchi range for 285 samples taken from 1973 and 2010 has been 1.0 to 5.3 ft. The most recent 
Trophic State Index (TSI, which assesses water quality) from 5/2/2011 was 44 (‘good’ quality).  
The water quality range for 109 samples taken from 1991 to 2013 has been 31 to 86 ranging 
from good to poor quality.  All this information is available on the Seminole County Water 
Atlas.  http://www.seminole.wateratlas.usf.edu/lake/?wbodyatlas=lake&wbodyid=7503  
 
The water elevation has risen over 1ft, since the previous inspection and the herbicide contractor 
was able to service the entire lake.   
 
In Cactus and Outfall Canal, A small amount of hydrilla was found to a depth of 3 ft.  We will 
closely monitor this area to see if any action will be needed.  Other SAV found in the cove 

http://www.seminole.wateratlas.usf.edu/lake/?wbodyatlas=lake&wbodyid=7503


included road grass, lemon bacopa, and baby’s tears.  Areas within this portion of the lake are 
encouraged to plant shoreline natives, especially duck potato, as it has demonstrated lake wide 
that it can tolerate large lake level fluctuations.   
 
Photos:  Herbicide treatment in Cactus Canal. 

 
 
 
In the Bird Island area, a variety of species have expanded during low water conditions.  Exotic 
invasive species present included: alligator weed, torpedo grass, barnyard grass, and dog fennel.  
The native species present included: smartweed, native rushes, native sedges, and water spider 
orchid.  Bird Island was treated via back pack and the access between Lake Proper and Bird 
Island was treated. 
 
Photo:  Bird Island area. 



 
 
In the Cove, grasses, sedges, primrose willow, alligator weed, and salvinia were present and 
treated.  No hydrilla was observed.  Other SAV found in the cove included: road grass, lemon 
bacopa, baby’s tears and stonewort.  Floating mats of road grass and alligator weed were treated 
by the herbicide applicator. 
 
Photo: Treating floating mats of road grass and alligator weed in Cove. 

 
 



In the Lake Proper area, invasive emergent plants such as torpedo grass, alligator weed, 
elephant ear, and cattails continue to be treated and maintained.  Pickerelweed, canna, and duck 
potato are all expanding in many areas of the Lake Proper area.  Hydrilla was not seen in this 
area. 
 
Photo: Treated torpedo grass in Lake Proper area.   

 
 

The water elevation was 40.05 ft; higher than last month’s reading of 39.02 ft above sea level.  
No triploid (sterile) grass carp fish were seen during this inspection. 

Due to the growth and favorable water elevation for executing an effective herbicide treatment, 
the month of September was subsequently scheduled for services and executed.  Per good 
condition of the lake, October remains as usual with no treatment scheduled. 

 

Lake Recommendations:  

1    Work together with other lakefront owners.  Have at least one annual lake association 
meeting, invite guest speakers (such as county or state biologists) and discuss lake specific 



issues, especially nutrients/lake management recommendations.  SCLMP staff would be glad to 
present our findings from this and other surveys.   
 
2     Lake Amory is in need of a LAKEWATCH volunteer which provides valuable water quality 
data for your lake.  Contact the Seminole County Lake Management Program at (407) 665-2439 
to become a LAKEWATCH volunteer.  

3    Continue to establish a beneficial native shoreline for Lake Amory especially in locations 
that are devoid of emergent aquatic plants. 

4    Utilize the valuable educational outreach programs that are available, i.e. Shoreline 
Restoration Workshops, Florida Yards and Neighborhoods (FYN) interactive presentations, and 
Lake Management Video mail-outs.  Implement a media campaign within the community to 
reduce personal pollution by: decreasing fertilizer usage, using only phosphorous free and slow-
release nitrogen fertilizers, keeping a functional shoreline with beneficial native aquatic plants, 
and keeping grass clippings out of your lake and the storm drains that lead to the lakes.  All of 
these activities aid in protecting your lake! Contact Seminole County Lake Management 
Program (407) 665-2439 for more information regarding the free educational programs available. 

5    Help spread the word!  Obtain email addresses from neighbors not currently on the 
distribution list.  Valuable information is contained within these assessments. 

 

 

 

 



Greetings Lake Amory! 

 

Below please find the latest bioassessments for your lake (May-July).  Our next lake inspection 

is scheduled for August 20
th

 (weather permitting).  Key highlights of this update will include: 

 

 Water elevation and treatment status 

 Hydrilla/Coontail status - hydrilla observed in the shallows and very sparse in Cactus and 

Outfall Canal as well as the Cove  

 Herbicide treatment status for each section of the lake 

 Continued encouragement of planting native aquatic plants along your shoreline 

 Recommendations for you and your lake 

 

Observations: 

 

On May 23
rd

, 2013, SC-Lake Management Program staff, Gloria Eby and Thomas Calhoun, 

surveyed the aquatic plants in Lake Amory.   

 

The water elevation for Lake Amory was very low for this inspection.  Herbicide treatments for 

the month of May were limited to the areas of Cactus Canal, the Outfall Canal, Bird Island, and 

the Cove due to low water elevation.  The MSBU funded herbicide contractor was unable to 

access the Lake Proper area.  

 

In Cactus and Outfall Canal, torpedo grass, barnyard grass, dog fennel, and wild taro were 

present and treated.  A small amount of hydrilla was found in less than 1 ft of water.  We will 

closely monitor this area to see if any action will be needed.  Other SAV found in the cove 

included: roadgrass, lemon bacopa, southern naiad, and stonewort.  Areas within this portion of 

the lake are encouraged to plant shoreline natives, especially duck potato, as it has demonstrated 

lake wide that it can tolerate large lake level fluctuations.  A good time to plant native vegetation 

is when the water elevation is low.  This allows adequate time for the young native species to 

establish. Plant in clusters that expands perpendicular to the shoreline to ensure enough plant 

coverage exists to compensate for a fluctuating shoreline. 

 

Photos:  Outfall Canal. 



 
 

 

In the Bird Island area, a variety of species have expanded during low water conditions.  Exotic 

invasive species present included: alligator weed, torpedo grass, barnyard grass, and dog fennel.  

The native species present included: smartweed, native rushes, native sedges, and water spider 

orchid.  Bird Island was treated via back pack and the access between Lake Proper and Bird 

Island area was partially treated due to low water levels inhibiting access. 

 

Photo:  Bird Island area. 



 
 

Photo:  Water spider orchid (Habenaria repens). 



 
 

In the Cove, grasses, sedges, primrose willow, alligator weed, and salvinia were present and 

treated.  A small amount of hydrilla was observed.  Other SAV found in the cove included: 

roadgrass, lemon bacopa, southern naiad, and stonewort. 

 

Photo: Treating invasives in Cove. 



 
 

Photo:  Entrance to Cove. 



 
 

Lake Proper area was found to be in good shape.  The access corridors were not treated due low 

water elevation.  As with the canals and cove, residents along the shoreline are encouraged to 

plant shoreline natives.  Pickerelweed, canna, and duck potato are more suitable for this area due 

to gradual sloping of the shoreline.  Hydrilla was not seen in the Lake Proper area. 

 

Photo: Open water in Lake Proper.   



 
 

The water elevation was 38.02 ft; lower than last month’s reading of 38.15 ft above sea level.  A 

total of 5 triploid (sterile) grass carp fish were seen during this inspection. 

6-18-2013 

On June 18
th

, 2013, SC-Lake Management Program staff,  Gloria Eby and Thomas Calhoun, 

with and Watershed Management intern Joey Cordell, surveyed the aquatic plants in Lake 

Amory.   

 

The water elevation has raised more than 2 ft since the previous inspection. As a result, the 

herbicide contractor was able to treat the entire lake.  Less hydrilla biomass was present than in 

the previous inspection.  This is likely due to the triploid (sterile) grass carp fish now being able 

to forage on hydrilla with greater depth to access. 

 

In Cactus and Outfall Canal, torpedo grass, barnyard grass, dog fennel, and wild taro were 

present and treated.  A small amount of hydrilla was found in less than 1 ft of water.   

 

Photo:  Outfall Canal. 



 
 

In the Bird Island area, barnyard grass was treated along with dog fennel and primrose willow.  

Duck potato has expanded over the entire Bird Island area.  The rising water elevation as well 

subsequent treatments should help control the invasive grasses that have establish on the island. 

 

Photo:  Bird Island area. 



 
 

Photo:  Treating barnyard grass in Bird Island area. 



 
 

In the Cove, the higher water elevation has helped control some of the invasive grasses.  

However, there still was a large amount of barnyard grass and dog fennel to treat.  A small 

amount of hydrilla was seen in the cove.  Other SAV present in the cove included: roadgrass, 

lemon bacopa, smooth water hyssop, and baby’s tears. 

 

Photo: Treating barnyard grass in the Cove. 



 
 

Photo:  The Cove. 



 
 

For the Lake Proper area, the herbicide contractor was able to treat the access corridors and 

torpedo grass present.  As with the canals and cove, residents along the shoreline are encouraged 

to plant shoreline natives.  Pickerelweed, canna, and duck potato are more suitable for this area 

due to gradual sloping of the shoreline.  Hydrilla was not seen in Lake Proper. 

 

Photo: Treating access corridors.   



 
 

The water elevation was 40.15 ft; higher than last month’s reading of 38.02 ft above sea level.  A 

total of 3 triploid (sterile) grass carp fish were seen during the inspection. 

7-16-2013 

On July 16
th

, 2013, SC-Lake Management Program staff Thomas Calhoun and Watershed 

Management intern Joey Cordell surveyed the aquatic plants in Lake Amory.   

 

The water elevation has dropped slightly, over 1 ft, since the previous inspection. However, the 

herbicide contractor was able to service the entire lake.  Hydrilla was found only in the Bird 

Island area.  This is likely due to the triploid (sterile) grass now being able to forage on hydrilla 

that was previously to shallow to reach. 

 

In Cactus and Outfall Canal, torpedo grass, barnyard grass, dog fennel, and wild taro were 

found and treated.  No hydrilla was found in this area.  There was a small planktonic algae bloom 

in this area. 

 

Photos:  Outfall Canal with invasive grasses present. 



 
 

In the Bird Island area, barnyard grass was treated along with dog fennel and primrose willow.  

Duck potato has expanded over the entire Bird Island area.  The rising water elevation as well 

subsequent treatments should help control the invasive grasses that have establish on the island. 

 

Photo:  Duck potato in the Bird Island area. 



 
 

In the Cove, barnyard grass and dog fennel have been reduced greatly from the previous 

treatments.  No hydrilla was seen in the cove during this inspection.  Other SAV present in the 

cove included: roadgrass, smooth water hyssop, and baby’s tears.  Large floating mats of smooth 

water hyssop, roadgrass, baby’s tears, alligator weed, and filamentous algae were present in the 

cove at the time of inspection. 

 

Photo: Treating alligator weed in the Cove. 



 
 

Photo:  Floating mats in the Cove. 



 
 

The Lake Proper area was accessible and the herbicide contractor treated the access corridors 

and torpedo grass within the area.  Hydrilla was not seen in the Lake Proper area.  Native 

vegetation was expanding and included: canna, button bush, native rushes, maidencane, pickerel 

weed and duck potato. 

 

Photo: Treating torpedo grass in Lake Proper area.   

 



 



 

The water elevation was 39.04 ft; lower than last month’s reading of 40.15 ft above sea level.  A 

total of 2 triploid (sterile) grass carp were seen during this inspection. 

Lake Recommendations:  

1    Work together with other lakefront owners.  Have at least one annual lake association 

meeting, invite guest speakers (such as county or state biologists) and discuss lake specific 

issues, especially nutrients/lake management recommendations.  SCLMP staff would be glad to 

present our findings from this and other surveys.   

 

2     Lake Amory is in need of a LAKEWATCH volunteer which provides valuable water quality 

data for your lake.  Contact the Seminole County Lake Management Program at (407) 665-2439 

to become a LAKEWATCH volunteer.  

3    Continue to establish a beneficial native shoreline for Lake Amory especially in locations 

that are devoid of emergent aquatic plants. 

4    Utilize the valuable educational outreach programs that are available, i.e. Shoreline 

Restoration Workshops, Florida Yards and Neighborhoods (FYN) interactive presentations, and 

Lake Management Video mail-outs.  Implement a media campaign within the community to 



reduce personal pollution by: decreasing fertilizer usage, using only phosphorous free and slow-

release nitrogen fertilizers, keeping a functional shoreline with beneficial native aquatic plants, 

and keeping grass clippings out of your lake and the storm drains that lead to the lakes.  All of 

these activities aid in protecting your lake! Contact Seminole County Lake Management 

Program (407) 665-2439 for more information regarding the free educational programs available. 

5    Help spread the word!  Obtain email addresses from neighbors not currently on the 

distribution list.  Valuable information is contained within these assessments. 

 

 

 



Greetings Lake Amory and Happy New Year! 

 

Below please find the latest assessment for your lake.  Our next lake inspection is scheduled for 

January 14
th

 2013, (weather permitting).  Key highlights of this update will include: 

 

 

 Access between each section of the lake open again 

 Water sprite and salvinia treatment 

 Lily pad treatment 

 Submersed Aquatic Vegetation (SAV) status 

 Herbicide treatment status for each section of the lake 

 Continued encouragement of planting native aquatic plants along your shoreline 

 Recommendations for you and your lake 

 

 

Observations: 

 

On November 27
th

, 2012, (SC-Lake Management Program) Thomas Calhoun surveyed the 

aquatic plants in Lake Amory.   

 

The MSBU contracted herbicide services continued for the months of November and December.  

As a cost savings to the MSBU, the months of January and February will be skipped. 

 

Lake Amory is returning to normal water elevations.  The access corridors will continue to be 

treated and have mostly opened back to normal size.  Some patches of hydrilla have been seen 

around the lake and are scheduled to be treated.   

 

In Cactus Canal and Outfall Canal, water sprite, salvinia, cattail, primrose, dog fennel, and 

wild taro were found and treated.  Water sprite was successfully treated as result of last month’s 

treatment and very little was found in this area.  Small sprigs of hydrilla were seen within the 

Cactus Canal area.  This area will be closely monitored to see if any treatments will be 

necessary.  Areas within this portion of the lake are encouraged to plant shoreline natives, 

especially duck potato, as it has demonstrated lake wide that it can tolerate large lake level 

fluctuations.  Cord grass or soft rush are other plants that when planted, greatly assist in 

preventing shoreline erosion.   

 

Photos:  Outfall Canal. 



 
 

 

In the Bird Island area water sprite and torpedo grass have been treated and reduced.  The 

previous treatments for dog fennel and primrose willow were successful in this area.  The area 

between Bird Island and Lake Proper were again treated for access.  This area’s access is finally 

returning to its previous state. 

 

Photo:  Bird Island area. 



 
 

Photo:  Access to Lake Proper from Bird Island. 



 
 

In The Cove, water sprite was targeted as well as salvinia, alligator weed and dog fennel.  Road 

grass and baby’s tears were seen within the cove.  Hydilla was not present.  This area will be 

monitored closely to see if any action will need to be taken for the submersed vegetation.   

 

Photo: Salvinia found in The Cove area. 



 
 

 

The Lake Proper area was found to be in great shape.  The access corridors are once again 

open.  Small amounts of lily pads and torpedo grass were treated as well.  As with the canals and 

cove, residents along the shoreline are encouraged to plant shoreline natives.  Pickerel weed, 

canna, and duck potato are more suitable for this area due to gradual sloping of the shoreline.  

The sprigs of hydrilla that were present in this area in the previous inspection were not seen.  We 

will continue to closely monitor this area to see if any action will be needed.   

 

Photo:  Treated access corridor.   



 
 

Observations: 

 

On October 31
st
, 2012, (SC-Lake Management Program) Thomas Calhoun and water quality 

intern Devin Whitney surveyed the aquatic plants in Lake Amory.   

 

Lake Amory water elevations were still low but accessible by canoe during the inspection.  The 

access corridors will continue to be treated and are mostly open back to the original state.  Some 

small patches of hydrilla have been seen around the lake and will be closely monitored. 

 

In Cactus Canal and Outfall Canal, water sprite, salvinia, cattail, primrose, dog fennel, and 

wild taro were found.  Small sprigs of hydrilla were seen within the Cactus Canal area.  Overall 

this area looks very good.  Hydrilla will continue to be monitored. 

 

Photos:  Hydrilla found in Cactus Canal. 



 
 

 

In the Bird Island area water sprite and torpedo grass have been treated and reduced.  The area 

between Bird Island and Lake Proper were again treated for access.  This area will be treated 

once again to open access back up. 

 

Photo:  Bird Island area. 



 
 

 

In The Cove, Road grass, stone-wort and baby’s tears were found.  Native emergent vegetation 

found in the cove was doing very well.  This vegetation included canna lily, duck potato, 

pickerelweed and bul-rush. 

 

Photo: Native vegetation found in the cove. 



 
 

 

The Lake Proper area was found to be in great shape.  As with the canals and cove, residents 

along the shoreline are encouraged to plant shoreline natives.  Pickerel weed, canna, and duck 

potato are more suitable for this area due to gradual sloping of the shoreline.  Some hydrilla 

sprigs were seen along the north east shore of the lake proper.  We will continue to closely 

monitor this area to see if any action will be needed.   

 

Photo:  Treated access corridor.   



 

Lake Recommendations:  

1    Work together or establish a lake association with other lakefront owners.  Have at least one 

annual lake association meeting, invite guest speakers (such as county or state biologists) and 

discuss lake specific issues, especially lake management recommendations.  Seminole County 

Lake Management staff would be glad to present our findings from this and other surveys to the 

community.  Contact Gloria Eby at (407) 665-2439. 

2     Increase native aquatic plantings along the shoreline (such as pickerelweed, duck potato, and 

canna).  Native shoreline plants help absorb nutrients from rainfall/runoff improving habitat and 

water quality and reducing shoreline erosion which imports sediments/organics into the lake.  

Over time, this process will fill the lake creating a wetland type of environment.  Planting natives 

now can assist in slowing this process down (which is formally known as eutrophication).  In 

addition, native plantings can reduce your herbicide costs/needs providing a savings to you! 



3    Increase educational outreach programs i.e. Shoreline Restoration Workshops (planting 

days), Florida Yards and Neighborhoods (FYN), Lake Management Video mail-outs, and 

reduction of pointless personal pollution Contact Seminole County Lake Management Program, 

Gloria Eby, (407) 665-2439 for assistance. 

4    Help spread the word!  Obtain email addresses from neighbors not currently on the 

distribution list.  Valuable information is contained within these assessments. 
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