
Myrtle Lake 8-21-2012 

 

Greetings Myrtle Lake! 

 

Below please find the latest assessment for your lake.  Our next inspection is scheduled for 

September 18
th

, 2012 (weather permitting).  Key highlights of this update will include: 

 

 Submersed aquatic vegetation (SAV) status- none observed in south pool 

 Shoreline mowing and dead plant removal “Mow when it’s low” 

 Herbicide treatment plan update 

 Canal Point Rd. Waterway update 

 

On August 21
st
, 2012, Seminole County Lake Management Program staff, Thomas Calhoun, 

surveyed Lake Myrtle’s south pool and the Canal Point Road waterway. 

 

Due to low water conditions, the south pool of Myrtle Lake was inspected by foot.  The south 

pool contained no submersed aquatic vegetation (SAV) that could be seen from the shoreline.  

Emergent grasses are now covering many areas of the exposed lake bottom.  If possible, we 

encourage homeowners to mow this vegetation (when accessible) to prevent from over growing 

especially during dry conditions.  

 

Photo:  Before last month’s treatment (left); after July’s treatment (right). 

  
 

Photo: Low water elevation and treated primrose willow. 



 

It will take multiple treatments for the MSBU funded herbicide contractor to treat all of the 

barnyard grass and primrose that has established during the drought.  Contractor is working their 

way further in upon each treatment and will continue to do so as long as the lake elevation 

remains stable.  Barnyard grass and primrose will be targeted for 2 more treatments through the 

end of September; weather and water elevation permitting.  The wildlife spoil islands will be 

treated by back pack and the shoreline will be treated as usual.   

On September 4
th

, 2012, LMP staff, Gloria Eby, met with herbicide contractor to discuss recent 

water elevation rise (due to TS Isaac’s effects) and best treatment options remaining on this 

year’s contract.  It is anticipated to see a greater impact on barnyard and primrose especially on 

the very south portion of the lake, again as long as the elevation remains as inspected on 

September 4
th

. 

Water is finally beginning to return to the Canal Point Road Waterway area.  Invasives found in 

this area included; dog fennel, primrose willow, torpedo grass, and rattle box in the canal along 

Highland Rd.  Rising water elevations will naturally control some of these species.  

 

Photo:  Canal Point Rd. waterway. 



 
 

Secchi reading was not taken during this inspection due to low water elevation.  The lake 

elevation during the inspection was 43.17 ft which is higher than the previous inspections 

reading of 42.84 ft.  No triploid grass carp were seen during this inspection.   

Lake Recommendations:  

1    Work together or establish a lake association with other lakefront owners.  Have at least one 

annual lake association meeting, invite guest speakers (such as county or state biologists) and 

discuss lake specific issues, especially lake management recommendations.  Seminole County 

Lake Management staff would be glad to present our findings from this and other surveys to the 

community.  Contact Gloria Eby at (407) 665-2439. 

2     Increase native aquatic plantings along shoreline (such as pickerelweed, duck potato, and 

canna).  Native shoreline plants help absorb nutrients from rain-fall/run-off improving habitat 

and water quality and reduce shoreline erosion which imports sediments/organics into the lake.  

Over time, this process will fill the lake creating a wetland type of environment.  Planting natives 

now can assist in slowing this process down (which is formally known as eutrophication).  In 

addition, native plantings can reduce your herbicide costs/needs providing a savings to you! 



3    Increase educational outreach programs i.e. Shoreline Restoration Workshops (planting 

days), Florida Yards and Neighborhoods (FYN), Lake Management Video mail-outs, and 

reduction of pointless personal pollution by using low fertilizer use; phosphorous free fertilizers; 

keeping a functional shoreline with beneficial native aquatic plants; keeping grass clippings out 

of your storm drains leading to the lake.  All these activities aid in protecting your waterbody! 

Contact Seminole County Lake Management Program (407) 665-2439 for free educational 

programs available. 

4    Help spread the word!  Obtain email addresses from neighbors not currently on the 

distribution list.  Valuable information is contained within these assessments. 

 

 



Greetings Myrtle Lake! 
 
Below please find the latest assessment for your lake.  Our next inspection is scheduled for 
August 21st, 2012 (weather permitting).  Key highlights of this update will include: 
 

 Submersed aquatic vegetation (SAV) status- none observed in south pool 
 Shoreline mowing and dead plant removal “Mow when it’s low” 
 Herbicide treatment plan 
 Canal Point Rd.  Waterway update 

 
On July 16th, 2012, Seminole County Lake Management Program staff, Thomas Calhoun and 
Stan McCreary, surveyed Lake Myrtle’s south pool and the Canal Point Road waterway. 
 
Due to low water conditions, the south pool of Myrtle Lake was inspected by foot.  The south 
pool contained no submersed aquatic vegetation (SAV) that could be seen from the shoreline.  
Hopefully the previous SAV will reestablish as water levels increase for the wet season. 
Emergent grasses (such as barnyard grass) are now covering many areas of the exposed lake 
bottom.  If possible we encourage homeowners to mow this vegetation to prevent from over 
growing. 
 
Photo:  “Mow when it’s low”. 

 



 
Photo: Low water elevation in Myrtle Lake. 

 

Due to the overwhelming growth throughout the lake, the MSBU funded herbicide contractor 
will be treating 3 times between August and the end of September.  The contractor will target the 
barnyard grass and primrose growing within the lake.  It will take multiple treatments to treat all 
of the barnyard grass as the contractor works their way further in upon each treatment.  The 
wildlife spoil islands will be treated by back pack and the shoreline will be treated as usual.   

Photo:  Barnyard grass to be treated over multiple treatments. 



 
 
In the Canal Point Road Waterway area water lilies are expanding due to the low water 
elevation.  Many of the beneficial native plants that were planted during previous restoration 
events have not survived the low water conditions.   The southern canal portion of this area is 
now completely dry and has been mowed. 
 
Photo:  Canal Point Rd. waterway. 



 
 
Secchi reading was not taken during this inspection due to low water elevation.  The lake 
elevation during the inspection was 42.84 ft which is higher than the previous inspections 
reading of 41.78 ft.  No triploid grass carp were seen during this inspection.   

Lake Recommendations:  

1    Work together or establish a lake association with other lakefront owners.  Have at least one 
annual lake association meeting, invite guest speakers (such as county or state biologists) and 
discuss lake specific issues, especially lake management recommendations.  Seminole County 
Lake Management staff would be glad to present our findings from this and other surveys to the 
community.  Contact Gloria Eby at (407) 665-2439. 

2     Increase native aquatic plantings along shoreline (such as pickerelweed, duck potato, and 
canna).  Native shoreline plants help absorb nutrients from rain-fall/run-off improving habitat 
and water quality and reduce shoreline erosion which imports sediments/organics into the lake.  
Over time, this process will fill the lake creating a wetland type of environment.  Planting natives 
now can assist in slowing this process down (which is formally known as eutrophication).  In 
addition, native plantings can reduce your herbicide costs/needs providing a savings to you! 



3    Increase educational outreach programs i.e. Shoreline Restoration Workshops (planting 
days), Florida Yards and Neighborhoods (FYN), Lake Management Video mail-outs, and 
reduction of pointless personal pollution by using low fertilizer use; phosphorous free fertilizers; 
keeping a functional shoreline with beneficial native aquatic plants; keeping grass clippings out 
of your storm drains leading to the lake.  All these activities aid in protecting your waterbody! 
Contact Seminole County Lake Management Program (407) 665-2439 for free educational 
programs available. 

4    Help spread the word!  Obtain email addresses from neighbors not currently on the 
distribution list.  Valuable information is contained within these assessments. 

 



Myrtle Lake 6-11-2012 
 
Greetings Myrtle Lake! 
 
Below please find the latest assessment for your lake.  Our next inspection is scheduled for July 
17th, 2012 (weather permitting).  Key highlights of this update will include: 
 

 Submersed aquatic vegetation (SAV) status- none observed in south pool 
 Shoreline mowing and dead plant removal 
 Herbicide treatments conducted in May- targeted barnyard grass and wildlife islands 
 Expanding native vegetation 

 
On June 11th, 2012, Seminole County Lake Management Program staff, Thomas Calhoun and 
Stan McCreary, surveyed the south pool of Myrtle Lake and the Canal Point Road waterway. 
 
Due to low water conditions, the south pool of Myrtle Lake was inspected by foot.  The south 
pool contained no submersed aquatic vegetation (SAV) that could be seen from the shoreline.  
Hopefully the previous SAV will reestablish as water levels increase for the wet season. 
Emergent grasses are now covering much of the exposed lake bottom.  SCLMP encourages 
homeowners to mow this vegetation to prevent from over growing. 
 
Photo:  Mowed invasives in area of exposed lake bottom. 



 
 
Photo: Low water elevation in Myrtle Lake. 



 

The wildlife islands have been recently treated for exotic species such as; barnyard grass, dog 
fennel, and other terrestrial weeds.   These plants are now showing impact from the treatment.  
The native vegetation including; bulrush, pickerel weed, duck potato, bur marigold, and canna 
are still surviving in areas around the lake even with the current water elevation.   

Photo:  Wildlife area with treated dog fennel. 



 
 
In the Canal Point Road Waterway area, water lilies are expanding due to the low water 
elevation.  Many of the beneficial native plants that were planted during previous restoration 
events have not survived the low water conditions.   The southern canal portion of this area is 
now completely dry and has been mowed. 
 
Photo:  Canal Point Rd. waterway overview. 



 
 
Secchi reading was not taken during this inspection due to low water elevation.  The lake 
elevation during the inspection was 41.78 ft which is higher than the previous inspections 
reading of 41.58 ft.  No triploid grass carp were seen during this inspection. 
 

Lake Recommendations:  

1    Work together or establish a lake association with other lakefront owners.  Have at least one 
annual lake association meeting, invite guest speakers (such as county or state biologists) and 
discuss lake specific issues, especially lake management recommendations.  Seminole County 
Lake Management staff would be glad to present our findings from this and other surveys to the 
community.  Contact Gloria Eby at (407) 665-2439. 

2     Increase native aquatic plantings along shoreline (such as pickerelweed, duck potato, and 
canna).  Native shoreline plants help absorb nutrients from rain-fall/run-off improving habitat 
and water quality and reduce shoreline erosion which imports sediments/organics into the lake.  
Over time, this process will fill the lake creating a wetland type of environment.  Planting natives 
now can assist in slowing this process down (which is formally known as eutrophication).  In 
addition, native plantings can reduce your herbicide costs/needs providing a savings to you! 



3    Increase educational outreach programs i.e. Shoreline Restoration Workshops (planting 
days), Florida Yards and Neighborhoods (FYN), Lake Management Video mail-outs, and 
reduction of pointless personal pollution by using low fertilizer use; phosphorous free fertilizers; 
keeping a functional shoreline with beneficial native aquatic plants; keeping grass clippings out 
of your storm drains leading to the lake.  All these activities aid in protecting your waterbody! 
Contact Seminole County Lake Management Program (407) 665-2439 for free educational 
programs available. 

4    Help spread the word!  Obtain email addresses from neighbors not currently on the 
distribution list.  Valuable information is contained within these assessments. 

 
 



Myrtle Lake 5-14-2012 
 
Greetings Myrtle Lake! 
 
Below please find the latest assessment for your lake.  Our next inspection is scheduled for June 
19th, 2012 (weather permitting).  Key highlights of this update will include: 
 

 Submersed aquatic vegetation (SAV) status- none observed in south pool 
 Shoreline mowing and dead plant removal 
 Herbicide treatments conducted in April- targeted barnyard grass and wildlife islands 
 Expanding native vegetation 

 
On April 17th, 2012, Seminole County Lake Management Program staff (Thomas Calhoun and 
Stan McCreary) surveyed Lake Myrtle’s south pool and the Canal Point Road waterway. 
 
Due to low water conditions, the south pool of Myrtle Lake was inspected by foot.  The south 
pool contained no submersed aquatic vegetation (SAV) that could be seen from the shoreline.  
Detritus (non-living particulate organic material) covered the visible bottom of the lake from the 
shore.  Hopefully the previous SAV will reestablish as water levels increase for the wet season.  
 
Photo: Low water elevation in Myrtle Lake. 

 



The wildlife islands have been recently treated for exotic species such as barnyard grass, dog 
fennel, and other terrestrial weeds.   These plants are now showing impact from the treatment.  
The native vegetation (including bulrush, pickerel weed, duck potato, bur marigold, and canna) 
are still surviving in areas around the lake even with the current water elevation.  With the low 
water elevation in the lake, it is still a great time to target and remove the dead torpedo grass, dog 
fennel, and primrose willow.  Also, this is a good time to mow the dry areas around the lake to 
help prevent barnyard grass from overgrowing. 

Photo:  Treated barnyard grass in the back ground. 

 
 
Photo:  Bulrush expanding along shoreline. 



 
 
In the Canal Point Road Waterway, only road grass was found.  Water lilies are expanding due to 
the low water elevation.  The southern canal of this area is now completely dry.  No hydrilla was 
present during this inspection. 
 
Photo:  Canal Point Rd. waterway. 



 
 
Secchi reading was not taken during this inspection due to low water elevation.  The lake 
elevation during the inspection was 41.58 ft which is lower than the previous inspections reading 
of 41.78 ft.  No triploid grass carp were seen during this inspection. 

Lake Recommendations:  

1    Work together with other lakefront owners.  Have at least one annual lake association 
meeting, invite guest speakers (such as county or state biologists) and discuss lake specific 
issues, especially lake management recommendations.  Seminole County Lake Management staff 
would be glad to present our findings from this and other surveys to the community.  Contact 
Gloria Eby at (407) 665-2439. 

2     Increase native aquatic plantings along shoreline (such as pickerelweed, duck potato, and 
canna).  Native shoreline plants help absorb nutrients from rain-fall/run-off improving habitat 
and water quality and reduce shoreline erosion which imports sediments/organics into the lake.  
Over time, this process will fill the lake creating a wetland type of environment.  Planting natives 
now can assist in slowing this process down (which is formally known as eutrophication).  In 
addition, native plantings can reduce your herbicide costs/needs providing a savings to you! 



3    Increase educational outreach programs i.e. Shoreline Restoration Workshops (planting 
days), Florida Yards and Neighborhoods (FYN), Lake Management Video mail-outs, and 
reduction of pointless personal pollution by using low fertilizer use; phosphorous free fertilizers; 
keeping a functional shoreline with beneficial native aquatic plants; keeping grass clippings out 
of your storm drains leading to the lake.  All these activities aid in protecting your waterbody! 
Contact Seminole County Lake Management Program (407) 665-2439 for free educational 
programs available. 

4    Help spread the word!  Obtain email addresses from neighbors not currently on the 
distribution list.  Valuable information is contained within these assessments. 

 



Myrtle Lake 4-17-2012 
 
Greetings Myrtle Lake! 
 
Below please find the latest assessment for your lake.  Our next inspection is scheduled for May 
15th, 2012 (weather permitting).  Key highlights of this update will include: 
 

 Submersed aquatic vegetation (SAV) status- none observed in south pool 
 Shoreline mowing and dead plant removal 
 Herbicide treatments conducted in April- targeting barnyard grass and wildlife islands 
 Expanding native vegetation 

 
On April 17th, 2012, Seminole County Lake Management Program staff (Thomas Calhoun, Stan 
McCreary, and Devin Whitney) surveyed Lake Myrtle’s south pool and the Canal Point Road 
waterway. 
 
Due to low water conditions, the south pool of Myrtle Lake was inspected by foot.  The south 
pool contained no submersed aquatic vegetation (SAV) that could be seen from the shoreline.  
Detritus (non-living particulate organic material) covered the visible bottom of the lake from the 
shore.  Hopefully the previous SAV will reestablish as water levels increase for the wet season. 
 
In the Canal Point Road Waterway area only road grass was found.  The southern canal portion 
of this area is now completely dry and hydrilla was not present during this inspection. 
 
Photo:  Low water elevation in Myrtle Lake. 



 
 

The wildlife islands have recently had a large expansion of exotic species such as barnyard grass, 
dog fennel, and other terrestrial weeds.  These areas were treated on April 30th.  Native 
vegetation has expanded around the lake as well.  This vegetation includes bulrush, pickerel 
weed, duck potato, bur marigold, and canna.  With the low water elevation in the lake, it is still a 
great time to target and remove the dead torpedo grass, dog fennel and primrose willow.  Also 
this is a good time to mow the dry areas around the lake to help prevent barnyard grass from 
overgrowing. 

 
Photo:  Barnyard grass. 



 
 
Photo:  Bulrush expanding along shoreline. 

 
 
Secchi reading was not taken during this inspection due to low water elevation.  The lake 
elevation during the inspection was 41.78 ft which is lower than the previous inspections reading 
of 42.57 ft.  No triploid grass carp were seen during this inspection. 



Lake Recommendations:  

1    Work together or establish a lake association with other lakefront owners.  Have at least one 
annual lake association meeting, invite guest speakers (such as county or state biologists) and 
discuss lake specific issues, especially lake management recommendations.  Seminole County 
Lake Management staff would be glad to present our findings from this and other surveys to the 
community.  Contact Gloria Eby at (407) 665-2439. 

2     Increase native aquatic plantings along shoreline (such as pickerelweed, duck potato, and 
canna).  Native shoreline plants help absorb nutrients from rain-fall/run-off improving habitat 
and water quality and reduce shoreline erosion which imports sediments/organics into the lake.  
Over time, this process will fill the lake creating a wetland type of environment.  Planting natives 
now can assist in slowing this process down (which is formally known as eutrophication).  In 
addition, native plantings can reduce your herbicide costs/needs providing a savings to you! 

3    Increase educational outreach programs i.e. Shoreline Restoration Workshops (planting 
days), Florida Yards and Neighborhoods (FYN), Lake Management Video mail-outs, and 
reduction of pointless personal pollution by using low fertilizer use; phosphorous free fertilizers; 
keeping a functional shoreline with beneficial native aquatic plants; keeping grass clippings out 
of your storm drains leading to the lake.  All these activities aid in protecting your waterbody! 
Contact Seminole County Lake Management Program (407) 665-2439 for free educational 
programs available. 

4    Help spread the word!  Obtain email addresses from neighbors not currently on the 
distribution list.  Valuable information is contained within these assessments. 

 



Myrtle Lake 3-20-2012 
 
Greetings Myrtle Lake! 
 
Below please find the latest assessment for your lake.  Our next inspection is scheduled for April 
17th, 2012 (weather permitting).  Key highlights of this update will include: 
 

 Submersed Aquatic Vegetation (SAV)- low/no SAV present 
 Treated invasive plants and winter dieback 
 Herbicide services will resume in April 
 Shoreline mowing and dead plant removal 
 Recommendations for you and your lake 

 
On March 20th, 2012, Seminole County Lake Management Program staff, Thomas Calhoun and 
Devin Whitney, surveyed Myrtle Lake’s south pool and the Canal Point Road waterway by foot. 
 
The south pool contained no SAV that could be seen from the shoreline.  Detritus (non-living 
particulate organic material) covered the visible bottom of the lake from the shore.  Hopefully 
the previous SAV will reestablish.  It is expected that the amount of grass carp fish stocked is 
having an effect on the amount of SAV being found in the southern pool as well as low water 
conditions.  In the Canal Point Road waterway area, only road grass was found.  The southern 
canal portion of this area is now completely dry and hydrilla was not present during this 
inspection. 
 
Photo:  Detritus found along the lake bottom. 



 
 
 
In the south pool, the Seminole County MSBU funded herbicide contractor will be resuming 
services scheduled for end April.  The planted native vegetation has begun to expand around the 
entire lake as well as in the wildlife spoil islands.  With the low water elevation in the lake, it is a 
great time to target and remove the dead torpedo grass, dog fennel, and primrose willow.  This 
would encourage the expansion of the planted native vegetation.  Additionally, this is a good 
time to mow the dry areas around the lake.  
 
Photo: Native emergent vegetation canna expanding along the shoreline. 



 
 
The lake elevation during the inspection was 42.57 ft.  Two triploid grass carp were seen during 
this inspection. 

Lake Recommendations:  

1.    Work together with other lakefront owners to control and if possible, eliminate invasive 
plants and increase native aquatic plantings along shoreline (such as pickerelweed, canna and 
duck potato).  Have at least one annual lake association meeting, invite guest speakers (such as 
county or state biologists) to discuss lake specific issues.   
  
2.    Increase educational outreach programs i.e. community sponsored shoreline restoration 
workshops. Florida Yards and Neighborhoods (FYN), Lake Management Video mail-outs, and 
reduction of personal pollution by: decreasing fertilizer usage; only using phosphorous free 
fertilizers; keeping a functional shoreline with beneficial native aquatic plants; keeping grass 
clippings out of your storm drains and the lake.  All these activities aid in protecting your lake! 
Contact Seminole County Lake Management Program (407) 665-2439 for free educational 
programs available. 

3.   Help spread the word!  Obtain email addresses from neighbors not currently on the 
distribution list.  Valuable information is contained within these assessments. 



Myrtle Lake 2-6-2012 
 
Greetings Myrtle Lake! 
 
Below please find the latest assessment for your lake.  Our next inspection is scheduled for 
March 20th, 2012 (weather permitting).  Key highlights of this update will include: 
 

 Submersed Aquatic Vegetation (SAV) and Grass Carp 
 Treated invasive plants and winter dieback 
 Shoreline mowing and dead plant removal 
 Recommendations for you and your lake 

 
On February 6th, 2012 Seminole County Lake Management Program staff: Thomas Calhoun 
and Dean Barber surveyed Lake Myrtle’s south pool and the Canal Point Road waterway  
 
The south pool and Canal Point Road Waterway areas of Myrtle Lake were inspected by foot and 
contained only one species of SAV, which was road grass and was only found along the 
shoreline of the lake.  Detritus (non-living particulate organic material) covered the visible 
bottom of the lake from the shore.  Hopefully the previous SAV will reestablish in the future.  
Two large triploid (sterile) grass carp fish were seen during the inspection.  It is expected that the 
fluctuating water levels and amount of fish stocked is having an effect on the amount of SAV 
being found in the southern pool.  In the Canal Point Road Waterway, only road grass was found.  
The southern canal portion of this area was almost completely dry and hydrilla was not present 
during this inspection. 
 
Photo:  Treated primrose willow along the shoreline. 



 
 
In the south pool, the Seminole County herbicide contractor has continued to treat invasive 
plants and the lily pads in isolated areas, as permitted by FWC, that are creating a nuisance.  This 
coupled with some winter die back has the shoreline and emergent vegetation looking very 
brown.  This vegetation will come back with the return of spring.  , Now would be a great time to 
target and remove the dead torpedo grass, dog fennel and primrose willow  given current the low 
water elevation in the lake.  This would encourage the expansion of the planted native vegetation 
in the spring time.  This is also a good time to mow the dry areas around the lake. 
 
Photo: Treated vegetation along wildlife spoil. 



 
 
The secchi reading (measurement for water clarity) for the last inspection (December 15th, 2011) 
was 2.8 feet in 4.2 feet of water.  Secchi reading was not taken during this inspection due to the 
low water elevation.  The lake elevation during the inspection was 43.27 feet.  Two triploid grass 
carp was seen during this inspection. 

Lake Recommendations:  

1    Work together or establish a lake association with other lakefront owners.  Have at least one 
annual lake association meeting, invite guest speakers (such as county or state biologists) and 
discuss lake specific issues, especially lake management recommendations.  Seminole County 
Lake Management staff would be glad to present our findings from this and other surveys to the 
community.  Contact Gloria Eby at (407) 665-2439. 

2     Increase native aquatic plantings along shoreline (such as pickerelweed, duck potato, and 
canna).  Native shoreline plants help absorb nutrients from rain-fall/run-off improving habitat 
and water quality and reduce shoreline erosion which imports sediments/organics into the lake.  
Over time, this process will fill the lake creating a wetland type of environment.  Planting natives 
now can assist in slowing this process down (which is formally known as eutrophication).  In 
addition, native plantings can reduce your herbicide costs/needs providing a savings to you! 



3    Increase educational outreach programs i.e. Shoreline Restoration Workshops (planting 
days), Florida Yards and Neighborhoods (FYN), Lake Management Video mail-outs, and 
reduction of personal pollution Contact Seminole County Lake Management Program, Gloria 
Eby, (407) 665-2439 for assistance. 

4    Help spread the word!  Obtain email addresses from neighbors not currently on the 
distribution list.  Valuable information is contained within these assessments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Greetings Myrtle Lake! 
 
Below please find the latest assessment for your lake.  Our next inspection date will be February 
6th, 2012 (weather permitting).  Key highlights of this update will include: 
 

 Lake level conditions and effects: from drought to current water elevation 
 Herbicide treatment cost increase reducing total number of annual treatments from 6 to 5 
 Island apple snail 
 Recommendations for you and your lake 

 
On December 15th, 2011, Seminole County Lake Management Program staff, Gloria Eby and 
Thomas Calhoun, surveyed the south pool of Myrtle Lake and the Canal Point Road waterway. 
 
The south pool of Myrtle Lake was inspected by canoe and contained only 1 species of 
submersed aquatic vegetation (SAV), road grass, which was found along the shoreline of the 
lake.  Detritus (non-living particulate organic material) covered most of the bottom of the lake.  
Hopefully road grass and other beneficial SAV will continue to reestablish at a balanced level for 
the lake providing competition for hydrilla and water quality improvements. 
 
Photo:  Detritus found in the south pool of Myrtle Lake. 

 
 
As you well know, extended low water levels and sandy conditions have made management in 
an "aquatic system" very difficult.  Herbicide treatments have been conducted to the extent of the 
financial resources available and the accessible area.  The last herbicide treatment for Myrtle 
Lake was conducted on November 21, 2011.  The treatment for torpedo grass, cattails, primrose, 
and dog fennel has been successfully targeted.  Also lily pads have been treated successfully in 
the south pool.  Because of the financial constraints on amount of herbicide treatments that can 
be conducted, services are projected to resume in April and be conducted monthly through 
September 2012. 



 
 
Along the shoreline, native emergent vegetation such as canna and bur-marigold appears to be 
expanding very well.   
 
Photo: Treated vegetation surrounding duck potato as well as bur-marigold in bloom (in 
yellow). 

 
 
The exotic Island Apple Snail’s egg clusters were observed on the emergent plant with numerous 
empty adult shells exposed from low water conditions.  We continue to encourage crushing these 
egg clusters.  Be sure they are the bright pink eggs as to not destroy the native apple snail eggs 
which are white. 
 
Photos:  Native (left) vs. exotic (right) apple snail egg identification. 

 



 
The secchi reading (measurement for water clarity) at the time of inspection was 2.8 feet in 4.2 
feet of water.  The lake elevation during the inspection was 44.34 ft.  One triploid grass carp was 
observed during this inspection. 

Lake Recommendations:  

1. Schedule a work party to remove/mow the invasives and plant natives within the lake. 
2. Monitor southern naiad in south pool.   
3. Continue to expand native plantings in Highland Drive canal. 
4. Continue work with City of Longwood on maintenance of their parcel.  
5. Continue maintenance of wildlife islands in south pool.  
6. Continue efforts to control of the island apple snail.  
7. Residents encouraged to mow invasive, upland vegetation in applicable areas. 

 
Further goals for your lake: 

 
1. Continue to work together with other lakefront owners.  Have at least one annual lake 

association meeting, invite guest speakers (such as county or state biologists) and 
discuss lake specific issues, especially nutrients/lake management recommendations.  
SCLMP staff would be glad to present our findings from this and other surveys. Do 
increase native aquatic plantings along shoreline (such as pickerelweed, duck potato, 
cord grass, and canna).  
 

2. Increase educational outreach programs, i.e., Shoreline Restoration Workshops 
(planting days), Florida Yards and Neighborhoods (FYN) education, and Lake 
Management video mail-outs.  Reduce personal pollution by increasing street 
sweeping services during high leaf fall season, use low quantities of fertilizer, use 
phosphorous free fertilizers, keep a functional shoreline with beneficial native aquatic 
plants and keep grass clippings out of your storm drains leading to the lake.  All of 
these activities aid in protecting your lake! Contact Seminole County Lake 
Management Program (407) 665-2439 or geby@seminolecountyfl.gov for free 
educational programs available. 

 

 

mailto:geby@seminolecountyfl.gov
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